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with his lady, back to back, like a spread eagle, and all the
men and women servants in the house after the same manner
without either shirt or smock upon them; then breaking
open all trunks, cabinets, escritoires and chests of drawers,
they took what plate and money they could find, to the value
of fourteen hundred pounds.
After committing this notorious robbery, his country
being too hot to hold him, he fled into Scotland, where,
breaking open a stable belonging to Sir James Steward,
then her Majesty's advocate for that kingdom, and steal-
ing thence a horse and saddle, he came into England and
turned highwayman. Being pretty lucky in his roguery,
he always maintained himself in clothes; so that the hand-
some appearance which he made in his habit, with his
fawning, cringing and flattering way, had brought him to
be acquainted with several creditable gentlemen, to whom
he pretended he had a very good estate in Ireland.
One day Maccartney, with another rogue as good as
himself, meeting in the Strand one Mr Vaughan, a Welsh
gentleman, having about four hundred pounds per annum
in Pembrokeshire, invited him to drink a pint of wine;
and, going together to a tavern, whilst they were regaling
themselves over a glass of claret, quoth Maccartney to
his comrade: "I vow this is a fine day; we'll e'en ride
both of us out this afternoon/' Said Mr Vaughan (not
in the least mistrusting they were highwaymen): " If I
had a horse I would ride out with you too, gentlemen."
Quoth Maccartney: " I'll help you to a horse, sir." And
being as good as his word, they all three rode towards
Romford, beyond which place, about a mile, meeting a
coach full of passengers, Maccartney and his comrade
set upon it.
Whilst they were robbing them, quoth the Welsh gentle-
man to himself: "I'll not stand idle; I'll e'en be doing
something too," So perceiving another coach at a little
distance behind that which the others had attacked, and in
which was only one gentleman, with his footman behind,
he made up to it, and commanding the coachman to stop,
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